
July 14, 2020 

 

Dear C-S Community, 

I write to you after an unprecedented school year. Like all of New York State and all our country, life at 

C-S changed in a major way as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Who could have imagined on Friday 

March 13 as we said good-bye to our students that we would not be able to welcome them back to their 

classrooms for the rest of the school year?  

Our school buildings were closed for 3+ months, but our teaching, learning and student/family supports 

continued!  C-S teachers, principals and support staff worked very hard to develop and support remote 

learning for our students and supports systems for parents and families as they helped their children 

learn from home. C-S has been a one-to-one school for the past three years, meaning each school year 

all students are issued their own iPad or device. This made it much easier to transition to virtual on-line 

learning, as student devices were distributed to all students to use at home. In addition, the district 

provided a “hotspot” to families without a broadband connection, so their children also had access to 

the on-line instruction provided by our teachers. For very young children or families who live in areas 

with no internet signal, hard copy packets of materials were provided. 

Therefore, despite the challenges of closed buildings, our students were able to stay connected to their 

teachers, their counselors and their principal through the end of the school year. And as a result, we 

finished the year strong! Elementary students who completed key milestone grades- Pre-K, Kindergarten 

and 6th grade- were recognized in virtual ceremonies. Honor roll students in grades 7-12 were 

recognized including 24 silver bowl recipient seniors who achieved honor roll status all four years of high 

school. The year culminated with TWO graduation ceremonies for the Class of 2020! We honored them 

with a recorded individual graduation ceremony on June 9 and an in-person graduation ceremony on 

June 27-this one made extra special as it was held outside on our majestic athletic complex! The Class of 

2020 accomplished a great deal in their 13 years with us and we wish them well with their future plans!  

So now we look forward to the 2020-21 school year. I am sure you are wondering what school will look 

like and if we will be able to have students back in our buildings in September. Governor Cuomo 

announced last week that his decision about how schools will re-open in September - in-person, 

remotely or a hybrid of both- will be made between August 1st and August 7th. The reopening scenario 

we ultimately select will be driven by guidance from State agencies and our local health department. 

Planning committees have begun working on all aspects of the C-S reopening plan, with the health and 

safety of our students and staff being the top priority. As these plans are completed, they will be posted 

on the district website. Look under: Announcements- 2020 Reopening Plans and Information. 

Communications will also be sent home to parents by Principal Meade and Principal Anderson. Make 

sure to monitor the website home page “2020 Reopening Plans and Information” as information will be 

updated frequently.   

In the meantime, I hope this message finds you and your family safe and healthy. With restrictions on 

travel, many families are enjoying some of the more “old fashioned” summer pursuits, such as backyard 

barbeques, camping, gardening or even acquiring a new “furry friend”. I know a lot of folks have 

adopted a pet to brighten their lives during these times of social distancing.  



Stay safe, healthy and look to our website for more information about the 2020-21 school year. 

Kathy Hagenbuch 

Superintendent of Schools  

 


